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Ottawa researchers tackle eye diseases in $1.4M project

The Ottawa Citizen

March 9, 2010 

OTTAWA — A research team from the Ottawa Hospital Research Institute is embarking on a five-year, $1.4-million project to develop a new gene therapy to prevent blindness due to retinal diseases.

The retina is the inner lining of the eye that senses light. Millions of North Americans suffer from retinal diseases such as retinitis pigmentosa, glaucoma, retinal ischemia and age-related macular degeneration. Although the causes of these diseases are different, they all end in the same way: with retinal cells dying, leading to blindness. 

Researcher Catherine Tsilfidis, who’s also a University of Ottawa medical professor, has shown that a gene called XIAP can prevent retinal cell death. The gene can be delivered to the eye using a virus called Adeno-Associated Virus (AAV). The goal of the project is to begin testing the therapy in patients within the next five years. 

The project is being funded by the Foundation Fighting Blindness, a private charity and the Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 
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