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New Partnership Aims to Develop Therapies to Treat Vision Loss 
July 26, 2010 – Blinding diseases, such as age-related macular degeneration and retinitis pigmentosa, are a significant health problem for Canadians. There are few, if any, treatment options for the more than one million Canadians living with these forms of vision loss. A new funding partnership proposes to change that. 

The Foundation Fighting Blindness and the Canadian Institutes of Health Research will invest $1.5 million in a collaborative effort at the University of British Columbia to identify more effective therapies for retinal disorders. The research team includes four of British Columbia’s leading vision scientists: Dr. Kevin Gregory-Evans, Dr. Joanne Matsubara, Dr. Cheryl Gregory-Evans, and Dr. Orson Moritz.

Together this team of scientists aims to identify therapies that will inhibit cell death, protein errors, and inflammation in the retina. The team will explore using these therapies in combination for more effective treatment. They will also investigate approaches that would allow the delivery of multiple therapies via a single injection into the eye.
“Using combinations of therapies to improve the results for patients has become an established strategy for treating illnesses like diabetes and cancer,” say Dr. Bill Stell, Research Director of the Foundation Fighting Blindness. “We are delighted to partner with CIHR to bring similar innovations to the treatment of vision loss.”

Each of the scientists involved in this team brings a specific expertise to the project and a lengthy history of research exploring the molecular basis of eye disease. Dr. Orson Moritz has long been funded by the Foundation Fighting Blindness to study the communications between the cells of the eye that lead to cell death. Dr. Joanne Matsubara is a Canadian expert on the process of inflammation in macular degeneration. Kevin and Cheryl Gregory-Evans are internationally recognized experts in the molecular and genetic defects underlying eye disease – newly recruited to Canada from the UK in the past year. Dr. Kevin Gregory-Evans, who leads the team, holds the newly created Julia Levy B.C. Leadership Chair in Macular Research at the University of British Columbia.

About the Foundation Fighting Blindness
The Foundation Fighting Blindness (FFB) is Canada's largest private contributor of vision research, thanks to its generous donors and long-time annual fundraisers, Comic Vision and Ride for Sight. Since its inception in 1974, the FFB has funded dozens of research discoveries to identify the causes of genetic forms of blindness at universities and hospitals across Canada. Today, these discoveries have helped bring scientists to this very exciting time in vision research, translating knowledge into treatments to restore the gift of sight. To stay informed about progress in vision research, sign up for ‘e-news’ on our website: www.ffb.ca
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