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Vision Quest

Research
breakthroughs...

It's what our vision researchers work toward
every day. It's what thousands of Canadians
coping with vision loss hope for. It's what
you help make possible with your thoughtful
support for The Foundation Fighting
Blindness.

Thanks to your past support, there is cause
for celebration — a new breakthrough
announced this past June, which will make
a difference in many young lives. It was
published in the prominent, peer-reviewed

Ride for S|ght iS a Fa m||y journal, Nature Genetics.

Affair: 51 mi"iOI"I raiSEd Foundation Fighting Blindness researcher,
fDr FFB F}r. Rc?bert Koenekoop and his colleagues
identified a new gene found to be

Rosie McDougald is a tiny little girl who responsible for Leber Congenital Amaurosis

tackles life with great courage. And not (LCA), a a type of hereditary blindness

just because she delights in revving up her which begins from birth or during the first

grandfather’s Harley-Davidson... few months of life. Currently, there is no...
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Foundation News

.treatment and no
cure for LCA.

unique opportunity for those affected by
eye diseases and their families to learn
about cutting-edge research on retinal
degenerative diseases, from leading
doctors and scientists.

“This is about to
change, however,’
says Dr. Koenekoop.
“Our discovery has
major implications
for improved
screening. It also
opens avenues for

The“Making a difference” pages share
stories of loyal FFB supporters, like
you, contributing to vision research in
their own unique way. The latest news
on promoting overall eye health is

Sharon Colle
Mational Executive
Director

treatment of LCA/

We are very proud of Dr. Koenekoop's
discovery and | know you must be too.
After all, it's your generosity that helps
us fund research like this, directed to
finding the causes, treatments and
cures for retinal diseases. You give so
many Canadians a reason to hope,

Researchers must have the funds to take
what we've learned to the next level --
testing therapies in human clinical trials.

In this issue of the Vision Quest
newsletter, you'll get to read about
some of the exciting developments in
retinal research around the world. You'll
also read about exciting partnerships
that The FFB is developing with
government to increase overall funding
to vision research in Canada.

The bi-annual Vision Quest Conference is
back again this Fall - and for the first time
it will be hosted in Calgary, Alberta. It's a
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also featured as a special supplement
and last, but certainly not least - The
Foundation Fighting Blindness is
launching a holiday “Give the Gift of
Sight” campaign, in which ALL donations
to The FFB will be matched (up to a
maximum of $570,000)! Please look at the
flyer in the middle of the newsletter.

Continued from page 1

... prior to the Ride for Sight motorcycle
fundraiser. The four-year old from Calgary
has a rare genetic disorder known as
Usher Syndrome, which means she was
born deaf and is losing her vision. The
good news is that thanks to research,
Rosie now has the miracle of hearing
compliments of a cochlear implant.

But Rosie needs one more miracle to
preserve and restore her sight.

“Rosie has to struggle so hard for things
that are so easy for everyone else," said
her grandfather and motorcyclist, Jerry
Kubic, who has been coming to the ride
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