




Community Fundraising: 
From Garage Sales to Galas

Every year Canadians across the country 
roll up their sleeves and fundraise for 
vision research. Vince and Rosa Lombardi, 
long time supporters of the FFB, are doing 
just that. They have hosted a dinner and 
dance in support of the FFB for the past 
10 years. 

Vince was diagnosed with RP over 20 
years ago and wanted to take action. 
With the support of their family and 
community, the Lombardis launched 
the “Light the Darkness” Valentine’s Day 
dinner and dance. “It started with a few 
people and has grown into an annual gala 
with over 400 guests” says Vince. In the 
ten years that the Lombardis and their 
dedicated volunteer committee have 
hosted the dinner and dance over 
$100,000 has been raised. “It’s wonderful 
to see everyone support such an 
important cause not only for me and my 
family – but all Canadians living with 
vision loss,” says Vince.

You too can host your own community 
fundraiser for vision research. Contact 
Kimberly Hewitt at khewitt@� b.ca or 
1.800.461.3331 ext 226. 

Cycle for Sight
Cycle for Sight empowers individuals 
living with retinal eye diseases and 
inspires the cycling community to join the 
  ght against blindness. Help us reach our 
2011 fundraising goal of $300,000!

8

Ride Solo - Ride Tandem - Ride Together

Ottawa: Saturday, June 18
50km | 100km

Toronto: Saturday, June 25
70km | 140km

Register at  www.cycleforsight.ca.  
For more information contact Stephanie 
at info@cycleforsight.ca or 
1.800.461.3331 ext 230.  

Thank you to our 2011 event 
sponsors and supporters:

Cycle for Sight participants have raised over 
$300,000 for vision research in just two years.

Vince and Rosa Lombardi host the 10th annual 
“Light the Darkness” dinner and dance in 
support of vision research.

Events
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Vision Quest • Winter 2011

Comic Vision presents: 
Graham Chittenden, Tim Nutt, 
James Cunningham and Debra 
DiGiovanni as your hilarious 
comedic line-up. 

London: Tuesday, April 26, 2011 
The Carousel Room, Western Fairgrounds

Oakville: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 
Le Dome

Toronto: Thursday, April 28, 2011 
The Kool Haus

Vancouver: Wednesday, May 4, 2011  
The River Rock Casino Resort

Calgary: Thursday, May 5, 2011
The Gasoline Alley Museum, Heritage Park

Presenting:

Encore:

Major Event:

Opening Act: 

Media Sponsor:

Stand Up for 
Vision Research
Canada’s most anticipated stand-up 
comedy fundraising tour is ready to 
take the stage. Comic Vision promises a 
memorable evening from top Canadian 
comedians, hilarious fundraising games 
and inspirational messages from 
individuals living with vision loss. 

Comic Vision is sure to sell out – 
visit www.ComicVision.ca to purchase 
your tickets today.  

For further information contact 
Kimberly Hewitt at khewitt@� b.ca 
or 1.800.461.3331 ext 226.

A special thank you to our 2011 sponsors 
who help make Comic Vision possible: 

Share the laughter see the hope at 
Comic Vision 2011.
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Ride for Sight 2011
Ride for Sight, the longest running motorcycle 
charity fundraiser in Canada is hosting events 
across Canada in support of sight saving research.

Alberta Ride for Sight returns to the beautiful 
Stoney Nakoda Resort & Casino for a second year! 
Surrounded by the majestic Rockies, it is the perfect 
backdrop to host the Ride for Sight weekend, 

June 10-12, 2011. Everything that you have come to know and love about Ride for 
Sight will be back including: bike games, show n’ shine, classic car display, beer garden, 
marketplace and The Oª  cial Blues Brothers Revue.

Central Ontario Ride for Sight heads to Tudhope Park in Orillia June 17-19, 2011! 
We couldn’t be happier about our new home nestled in the beautiful City of Orillia. 
Surrounded by incredible views of the waterfront, everything you have come to love 
about Ride for Sight will be located within the park: bike games, marketplace, shows, 
camping, food vendors and headliners Chilliwack.

Newfoundland & Labrador Ride for Sight returns to Gander Community Centre 
June 24-26, 2011. Join us at the biggest motorcycle party of the summer! Raise a minimum 
of $50 and be part of the celebrations: live concerts, bike games, marketplace, stunt shows 
and the traditional motorcycle parade through downtown Gander!  

For more information, or to register for online fundraising, visit www.rideforsight.com 
or call Diem Luong at 1.800.461.3331 ext 231.

Motorcyclists ride in support of vision 
research for the 33rd year in June.
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Pauline Gracie Shea has been 
a long-time supporter of the 
Foundation’s commitment 
to   nding treatments and 
cures for blindness. As an 
artist, Pauline has been 
donating proceeds from her 
art exhibits to the FFB for 
years. However, Pauline has 
found another easy way to 
make a di� erence that 
anyone can do; she is a 
monthly donor and has 
been since 1999!

“The Foundation is one that I have faith 
in. I do what I can to support this cause,” 
explains Pauline.  “My two daughters are 
living with vision loss and have so for 
many years. When it’s our children, what 
wouldn’t we do?”

Pauline’s two daughters were diagnosed 
with retinitis pigmentosa when they were 
just children. The family lived in a small 
Quebec town, Cap-de-la-Madeline, 
when her   rst daughter, Eileen, 9 years old 
at the time, was diagnosed.  When her 
second daughter, Eve, was diagnosed 
next, Pauline was shocked.  

“I tried to support them as best I could.  
But I have always believed that in their 
lifetime, a cure will be found,” says Pauline. 
“I try to do my part to help   nd that cure 
and monthly giving has always been 
easier for me instead of trying 

to come up with a larger 
one-time sum.”

The FFB is grateful to supporters 
like Pauline, who says that both 
her daughters are a motivation.

“Nothing has ever stopped 
either of my daughters; they 
have both done everything they 
always wanted to do. Eileen has 
had a long career as a comedian 
and has done performances for 
the UN, the president of Chile 

and a theatre show in New York. Eve is a 
doctor who now home schools her 
children. They have never been low about 
their condition and have even raised my 
spirits!” says Pauline. “It’s because of them 
I chose to support vision research.”  

By donating monthly you provide 
ongoing funds to support multi-year 
research projects and vital educational 
programs. Any amount makes 
a di� erence!  

Become a monthly donor! Contact Josie 
Koumandaros at jkoumandaros@� b.ca 
or 1.800.461.3331 ext 262.  

The FFB has many di� erent giving 
options. Learn how you can support sight 
saving research with Eye Opening Gifts, 
Planned Giving, In Memory donations, 
Sight Savers and more. Visit www.� b.ca, 
‘You Can Help’ or call 1.800.461.3331. 

Making a Di� erence

Monthly Giving:  Commitment to a Cure

Pauline Gracie Shea 
has been a long-time 
supporter of vision 
researcher through 
monthly giving.



View Vision Quest online and sign-up for Vision Research e-News at www.ffb.ca.

We want to hear from you! 
Share your comments and stories, or update your contact information:

The Foundation Fighting Blindness
890 Yonge St., 12th Floor
Toronto, ON
M4W 3P4
info@ffb.ca
1.800.461.3331

Thank You For Making a Difference!

Vision Quest
Your donation to the Foundation Fighting Blindness funds sight saving research.

Vision Quest is our commitment to share the impact of your support. Be a part of the search 
for the causes, treatments and cures of retinitis pigmentosa, macular degeneration, and 
related retinal diseases.


